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QUAKE ERG. 


-Quakers.] A RELIIO Tos Society, 
| 4% that began to be 
diſtinguiſhed by this Name in Eng- 
land where it firſt took its Riſe, about 
tle Middle of the Laſt Century. 


In treating of this People, we ſhall 
deviate. from the Generality of thoſe 
-who have mentioned them in their 
Writings; by exhibiting the Account 
they give of themſelves, without mak- 
ing our ſclves anſwerable for their Prin- 
ciples or Practices. 

WILLIAM SEWEL, a Dutchman, 
publiſned in the Year 1717 the Hi 
tory of this People. He was one of 
their own Perſuaſion; a Man of Learn- 
ing; and known to the Public by his 

“ Dictionary 
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1 Dictionary of the Dutch and Znglifh 
Languages.“ He had Acceſs to all 
their Records; correſponded with the 
moſt eminent; lived at the Time when 
the Facts he recorded were recent; and 
we have not heard that any Part of his 
Hiſtory has been controverted : And 
as we are informed that it has been 
publiſhed with the Approbation of the 
Quakers, we may therefore conſider it 
as an authentic Hiſtory of their Riſe, 

Progreſs, and Principal Opinions. 
George Fox (for whoſe Birth and 
Parentage ſee page 6 of Sewel's Hiſ- 
tory, Kc.) was the Firſt of theſe Peo- 
ple. He was of a grave, ſedate Turn 
* from his Infancy ; always averſe to the 
Follies of Youth, and deſipous of no- 
thing ſo much as to be prelerved in 
Innocence and Simphicity,—He was 
early remarked as an Example 1n theſe 
Reſpects; and of inflexible Integrity, 
When a Youth, he was deſirous, above 
all things, to pleaſe: Gob; and cau- 
tiouſly avoided every thing, that either 
. Scripture, or the. Dictates of his own 
Conſciencę, 
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Conſcience, taught him to believe was 
offenſive. — As he grew up this Diſpo- 
ſition increaſed: It coſt him much 
Anxiety, much Diſtreſs: But at 
length he was ſatisfied, in Reſpect to 
many Doubts he had admitted; and 
gained much Experience by the Things 
he had. ſuffered. Ibis enabled him 
to inſtruct Others: And about the 
Year 1647, we find him travelling 
through ſeveral Counties in England, 
ſeeking out ſuch as had any religious 
Tenderneſs, and exciting the Inquiries 
of ſeveral concerning him.— Many 
embraced his Opinions: And, in- 
deed, he ſeems to have rouzed the 
Public Mind, as much as ever any 
Individual did in thoſe Counties for the 
Time, and under ſuch Circumſtances. - 
A man of loro Birth, without Litera- 
ture, merely by the Sanity of his 
Lizz, and the Simpiicity of his Dog- 
TRIN ESC, to have collected from all 
Proſeſſions, and moſt Ranks, Men of 
Character, Fortune, and Underſtand- 
ing, and imooates them as a RELIGIOUS: 
SOCIETY 5. 
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SOCIETY ; to have inſtituted one of the 
beſt concerted Plans of Civil Diſcipline; 
is a Circumſtance moſt true, and not 
unworthy the Diſquiſitions of the ableſt 
PhirosopRERS. 
The Name of Quaker was affixed to 
this People early, by way of Reproach. 
In their Aſſembhes it ſometimes 
happened that fome were ſo ſtruck with 
the Remembrance of their poft Fo!lies, 
and Forgetfulneſs of their Conarrion ; 
others ſo deeply affected with a Senſe 
of God's Mercies to them; that they 
actually trembled and quaked,—— The 
Nickname ſo ſuited the vulgar Taſte, 
that at ſoon became general. Friends, 
or the Friends of Tur, was the 
Name they were commonly known by 
to one another : But the Epithet above- 
mentioned was ſtimped upon them by 
their Adverſaries, and perhaps inde- 


hibly. 


The following Abſtract from the 

| Prepeſitiens of our Countryman the 
eminent BarRcLay, will perhaps exhi- 

bit as clear a Summary of their Opi- 

5 aions, 
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8 as can well be cumpriſed within 
the Limits allowed to this Article: 


1. The Height of all Happineſs is 


placed in the true nn of 
God. 


2. The true Knowledge of God is 
alone to be obtained by the Reve- 
lation of the Spirit of God. 


3. The Revelation of the Spirit of 
God to the Saints has produced 


_- Scriptures of Truth. 

. From whence it appears that 
1 in general is fallen and 
degenerated. 


5. That God, out of his infinite 
Love, has offered univerſal Re- 
demption by Chriſt; who taſted 


Death for every Man. 

6. That there is an evangelical and 
ſaving Ligkt and Grace in ALL. 

7. That in as many as reſſt not this 
Light, but receive the ſame, in 


them are produced Holinels, . 
Righteouſneſs, Purity, and the 
Fruits which are acceptable to 


God: | 
8. 1 ven 


1 
8. Even ſo, as to arrive at a State 
of Freedom from afual Sinning 
and Franſgreſſing the Law of 
er | 
9. Yet with a Poſſibility of Sinning. 
T0. That as all true Knowledge in 
Things Spiritual is received by 
the Spirit of God; fo by it every 
true Miniſter of the Goſpel is or- 
dained and prepared for the Miniſ- 
ry: And as they have freely re- 
ceived, ſo are they freely to give. 
11. That the true Worſhip of God 
is in Spirit, and in Truth; not 
limited to Place or Time, nor fub- 
ject to the Intervention of any Per- 
en ; but is to be performed under 
the Moving of the Holy Spirit 
in ee. yet without dero- 
gating from the Neceſſity and 
Utility of Public Unized Worſhip; 
in which their Sufferings and 
Conſtancy have been remarkable. 
12. That Baptiſm is a pure and „i- 
rituc! Thing; the Baptiſm of the 
Spirit, and of Fire. 


13. That 


TY 

13. That the Communion of the | 
Body and Blood of Chriſt is in- { 
ward, and ſpiritual, \ = 

14. That it is notlawful for any Hu- 
man Authority to force the Con- 
ſciences of others on account of 
Difference in Worſoip or Opinion; 
except ſuch Opinions tend to the 
Prejudice of one's Neighbovr in his 
Lie or Eftate, or are inconſiſtent 
with Human Society. 

15. That as the End of Religion is 
to redeem Man from the Spirit of 
this World, and to lead into in- 
ward Communion with Gob; there- |} 
fore all vain Cuſtoms and Habits 
are to be rejected, which tend to 
divert the Mind from a Senſe of 
the Fear of God, and that evan- 
gelical Spirit wherewith Chriſ- 
tians ought to be leavened. 

Such are the Sentiments of this Peo- 

ple, as propoſed to the Public by their 
Apolopiſt; who has largely conimented 

on theſe Topics, in a Work that has 
paſſed 
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paſſed through no leſs than Eight Edi- 
tions in Engliſh, and has been printed 
in moſt of the Modern Languages. 
Their Particularities of Addrefs, 
Language, and Behaviour ; their de- 
lining the Uſe of Arms; their refuſing 
to pay Tithes, or contribute to the 
Support of Miniſters (as ſuch) in any 
Shape; likewiſe their refuſing to ſwear 
or take an Oath on any Occaſion what- 
ever; have ſubjected them to much Ob- 
loquy, and many grievous Sufferings. 
On what Principles, and by what Argu- 
ments, they vindicate themſelves from 
the Objections raiſed againſt them by 
their Adverſaries, may be ſeen in this 
elaborate Performance. Government 
has, however, in many Inſtances, ex- 
tended to this People great Indul- 
gences; convinced, no doubt, by their 
patient Suffering, that their Profeſſions 
of conſcientious Scruples were ſincere; 
and that nothing dangerous to Society 
eould be apprehended from a People, 
who diſclaimed the Uſe of Arms both 
offenſive and defenſive. 


The 
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The (Economy of this Society likes 
wiſe deſerves our Notice. It appears 
by their Hiſtory; that ſoon after the 
Preaching of George Fox had drawn 
together in many Parts of England 
conſiderable Bodies of People profeſſing 
the ſame Opinions, he found it expe- 
dient, for their better Government, to 
eſtabliſh Regular Meetings for Diſci- 
pline. The following is, as nearly as 
we can collect, the Plan that is eſta- 
bliſned amongſt them: 


Where there are any Quakers, they 
meet together once a Manch, to conſi- 
der of the Neceſſities of their Poor, and 
to provide for their Relief; to hear and 
determine Complaints ariſing from a- 
mong themſelves; to inquire into the 
Converſation of their. reſpective Mem- 
bers in regard to Morality, and Confor- 
mity to their religious Sentiments; to al- 


low the Paſſing of Marriages; and to 


injoin a ſtrict Regard to the Peace and 
Good Order of the Society, the proper 
Education of their Young People, and a 
general Attention to the Principles and 

Practices 


( 12 ) 
Practices of their Profeſſion. _——In 
every Country where there are Monthly 
Meetings, a Meeting of the like Kind, 
and for fimilar Purpoſes, is held every 
QUARTER. This Meeting conſiſts of 
Deputies ſent from the ſeveral Monthly 
Meetings; who are charged with An- 
ſwers in Writing, to Queries propoſed 
to them reſpecting the Good Order of 
the Society. —At theſe Meetings Ap- 
pꝛeals are received, in caſe of any Diſ- 
putes; and Differences ſettled, if poſ- 
| ſible. Advices ate given, as Occaſions 
offer; and 4/itance afforded to any of 
the Monthly Meetings, in caſe of a 
larger Proportion of the Poor, or any 
ſimilar Expences.—As there are Qua- 
kers in moſt Parts of England, there 
are few Counties which have not theſe. 
Quarterly Meetings: And from theſe 
are deputed four, ſix, or eight of their 
Members once a Year, to attend their 
Annual Aſſembly at LONDON. 
The Ax x uA Aﬀembly is commonly 
held in Whitſan-Week ; not from any 
* Reference, as they ſay, * 
| rae 


63 
the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt at the 


Time of Pentecoſt; - but merely as it 


is a Seaſon molt convenient to the Body. 
At this Anniverſary Meeting, con- 
ſiſting of Members deputed from every 


Quarterly Meeting, and a Number. of 


the moſt judicious of their Perſuaſion 


in London, (ſelected for the Purpoſe of 
acting on all Emergencies for the 
Good of the Society) Accounts are re- 
ceived. of the STATE of the Society in 
every Part of the World where it exiſts, 
The Deputies bring with them Ac- 
counts, ſigned by the reſpective Quar- 
. terly Meetings, informing the YEARLY 


Meeting if any Diſunion appears; if 


there is any Neglect in the religious 
Education of their. Zouth; if the Poor 
are well provided for; if they keep to 
their Teſtimony againſt paying Ti:hes, 
and bearing Arms; if they pay the King 


his Duties, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe ; and 


forbear to deal in Goods ſuſpected to 
be run. Appeals are there received, 
and finally determined; Propaſitions re- 
ceived and conſidered; and Rules formed 
on particular Emergencies, And, 
x laſtly, 
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laſtly, ſuch Advices are ſent to the ſab- 

ordinate Meetings, as the particular 
or general State of the Society re- 

' quires. 

Perhaps this is the only Society in 
the World, that have allowed any 
Share in the Management of their Af- 
fairs to the Female Sex; which they 
do upon the Priaciple, that „ Male 
and Female are all one in CHRIST.” 
Accordingly we find them in every 
Department of their Inſtitution. They 
have Women Preachers; for whom the 
celebrated Locke has made an excellent 
Apology, Theſe have alſo their Me-t- 
ings for Diſcipline; in which the like 
Care is-taken in Regard to the Female 
Youth, and the good Order of their 
Sex, as is done by the Men in Reſpect 
to their own. And when we reflect 
what a Number of Individuals of both 
Sexes are kept tn Good Order by the 
Police of this Society, how few of them 
are brought into Courts of Juſtice as 
Delinquents, how peaceable their, Beha- 
viour, and how exemplary, their Con- 
Ant; we cannot but think their PRIN- 
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- CIPLES deſerve a more accurate Exa- 
mination than has hitherto been at- 
tempted; owing, perhaps, to the vulgar 
Prejudices circulated.againſt them. 

'We ſhall cloſe this Article with ob- 
ſerving, that, according to the beſt of 
our Information, neither their Minifters 
nor thoſe who have the principal Care 
of the Society, enjoy any pecuniary 
Emoluments or Advantages.—A few 
Clerks, only, receive Salat ies for keep- 
ing their Records: So that, perhaps, 
there is not a Religious Society now 
exiſting, where PRINCI PLE has 
greater Influence! in promoting the 
Ends of the Inſtitution. 

It is remarkable, that all the Settle- 
ments of the Europeans in America, 
except the Quaker Settlement in Penn- 


filvania, © were made by Force of 


Arms,” with very little Regard to any 
prior Title in the Natives. The Kings 


of Spain, Portugal, France, and Bri- 


tain, together with the States of Hol- 
land (then the only Maritime Powers) 


gave Grants of ſuch Parts of America 


as their People could lay bold on; 
ſtudying 
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"ſtudying only to avoid interfering with 
ttheir European Neighbours. —Bur 
Mr. Penn, being a Quaker, did not 
| think his Power from King Charles 
1I. a ſufficient Title to the Country 
| ſince called Pennſilvania. He there-, 
fore aſſembled the Sachems, or Princes, 
then in that Country, and purchaſed 
from them the Extent of Land that 
he wanted. | | 
| The Government ofthis Country is 
«moſtly in the Hands of Quakers; who 
-never have any Quarrels with the Na- 
'tives.-When they delire to extend 
their Settlements, they purchaſe new 
Lands of the Sachems; never taking 
any Thing from them by Force. How 
unlike is this Conduct to that of the 
' Spamards! who murdered Millions of the 
Natives of Mexico, Terra Firma, Peru, 
Chili, &c. The Barbarities uſed to 
the poor Indians in conquering their 
Country, and forcing them to diſcover 
WP their Gold, are a Reproach ts HUMAN 
NATURE! 


